


Reformation Day

Welcome
Opening Hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 657
Opening Versicles LSB 219

[P) O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

(P] Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

(P) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Old Testament Lesson Revelation 14:6-7

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim
to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And
he said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water."

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Epistle Lesson Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since
through the law comes knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness
at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith
in Jesus.



Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from
works of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 11:12-19

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied
until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear.

"But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to their playmates,

""We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not
mourn.'

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' The Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds."

[P) This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia!

The Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Message Hymn “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LSB 571

Message “The Kingdom of Heaven Suffers Violence”



We Go to God in Prayer
P Lord, in Your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
[P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Sending
(P) Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth.

Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

[P) Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your truth.
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

[P) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

[P] Go in peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[P) The grace of our Lord Jesus... be and abide with you always.
Amen.

Closing Hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word"” LSB 655

Postlude

The service is over...the worship begins! Romans 12:1



The Hymnal Project

“In early 2017, a group of artists, arrangers, and liturgists,
led by Peter Prochnow, were commissioned through the
Michigan District, LCMS to create several new hymn
arrangements, based on the original music, intended to
facilitate enhanced worship in a multitude of modern
musical contexts.

The spirit of the project is simple: Hymns are arranged with
various instrumentations and made available free of charge,
in the form of a lead sheet and reference recording, so
whether you learn by reading or by hearing, you can easily
implement these arrangements and modify for your context
without cost.

We are grateful for the generosity of the donors, Carl and
Patsy Fabry, in partnership with the Michigan District,
LCMS.”

The hymn videos used during worship can be found
here: https://vimeo.com/showcase/6931887

Visual Faith Ministry

The art you see used in our bulletins is brought to you by
Visual Faith Ministry. In the fall of 2017 - Visual Faith Ministry
was Co-Founded with Patricia Maier. Visual Faith Ministry is
the endeavor of Connie Denninger and Pat Maier to create an
online collaborative center that brings together free Visual
Faith tools and resources. It adds visual, kinesthetic, and
tactile adaptations that make meaning for us in our daily
lives, and helps to answer the question - What does this
mean for me?




